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“Pale Blue Dot” by Carl Sagan is an excellent book and a video-rendering
of the place, roll and significance of us, human beings, in this universe.
Nothing could be so humbling than what it contains: perhaps that is the
truth about us. The video is about three and a half minutes long, but one
that has had a profound influence on me. Our “imagined self importance”
and “the delusion we have of some privileged position in the universe” are
powerful reminders of what the book of Ecclesiastes in The Bible teaches
us: “Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.”
(1:2).
This may sound very depressing. But listen to the video intently
or read the passage in the book of Ecclesiastes mindfully and repeatedly,
and experience the truth of it in life, in your life. This might be a useful
exercise for those who are open to knowing who and what we are, in this
universe. This exercise might help us the seekers, experience the serenity
which I discussed in the previous issue of the NP Weekly. Whichever way
or mārga one might adopt to arrive at serenity, that way must lead the
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seeker to the realisation of the Truth. For, only then “you will know the
truth, and truth will make you free” (John 8:32).
During this lockdown, as we go through the various stages of it,
people have begun to explore and even predict how the world would be
after the pandemic. The world has to change, yes. But what do we mean
by ‘the world’. I am sure we are here talking about human beings, their
perceptions, their approaches and their life styles etc. ‘The world’ will not
change unless we change, each one of us. What changes do we foresee?
What changes do we want? We have free will to choose whichever changes
we want to bring about. We do have the responsibility to bring about those
changes - but certainly for the betterment of all people.
I believe such changes must be brought about based on our
realisation of the truth about who we are, our place and position, our roles
and responsibilities on this earth, in this universe. For such a realisation of
the truth about ourselves, perhaps the revelations contained in materials
such as the “Pale Blue Dot” and our Holy Scriptures will take us a long
way. May we not miss or waste this rare opportunity. Rather let us grab it
for the betterment of all of us and our future and of our future generations.
Sursum Corda.

Teachers and administrators have continuously kept contact with
the parents and children. Teachings the children through online classes has
made the children realize that learning is an ongoing process. Though the
workload has increased for all, there is a lot of generosity in everyone to work
for a better future. So, everyone finds ways to keep oneself happy and not be
hindered by the present situation.

Fr Leo Alphonse Raj, SJ

It is two months since the School closed. And everything looks
strange as if none of us will be the same again. Every generation has its
own experiences to go through. The social media keeps bombarding us with
messages in a way that we have been influenced by it all the time. We are
unable to distinguish between the true and the false messages. Everyone is
trying to save his or her own life while trying to help the other. Survival has
become the top most priority for everyone despite the chaos all around us.
Everyone is busy, in his or her own way, making life better.
While all these things happen around us, our students are giving
their best to learn, despite all difficulties. They miss their games, fun and
all the enjoyments which the school offers. They miss their friends and the
occasional naughtiness which make them smile a while.
Parents, despite all their responsibilities, have become unofficial
teachers. It is hard especially when the network gives continuous problems.
But they have never given up hope in helping their children learn. Many of
the parents have encouraged their children and inspired them to take part in
extracurricular activities. To their surprise, many of the children have found
their hidden talents.

The present situation could be summarized in the words of Charlie
Chaplin from the movie The Great Dictator, “we all want to help one another,
human beings are like that. We want to live by each other’s happiness, not by
each other’s misery. We don’t want to hate and despise one another”. Let us
all continue to keep ourselves busy. Let us grow together. Let us stay positive.
Let us hope that this generation not only experiences the pandemic but also
overcomes the pandemic successfully. Stay safe! Stay healthy! Be cheerful!

FACULTY FELLOWSHIP
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Mr Manuel Cautinho
teacher emeritus

“Teach us, good Lord
To serve You as You deserve
To give and not to count the cost
To fight and not to heed the wounds
To toil and not to seek for rest
To labour and not to ask for any reward
Save that of knowing that we do Your will. AMEN”
The power of St. Ignatius of Loyola is what Jesuit Education is all about. It applies
to all at North Point.
We love North Point, the best school in the world for many of us.
We remember the beautiful and even the sad moments spent within the Twin
Towers. My life here has been one long love story. I have spent my entire life here
– in school, College and fifty-seven happy years as a grateful teacher. I have been
shaped and nurtured by Jesuit Values. I have tried my best to pass them on to my
countless students – to believe in themselves, to have faith in God, to identify and
develop their God-given talents – above all to be MEN FOR OTHERS. N.P has a
glorious history and tradition. Thanks to the sacrifices made by my parents, God’s
gift to me is that he has given me the chance to study in this hallowed institution.
The Jesuits have a comprehensive system in their educational institutions.
This never fails. God inspired St. Ignatius to form the Society of Jesus. This
inspiration passed on to Fr. Henri Depelchin who founded North Point in 1888.
Then we have along and unbroken chain of Rectors – to name a few, Fr. Maurice
Stanford, Fr. Van Walleghem, Fr. Leo Forrestall, Fr. Kinley, Fr. Santy Mathew, Fr.
Lobo, Fr. Shajumon – right down to our present Rector, Fr. K.L George. In my
fifty-seven years as a teacher, I have served under fifteen of these Rectors. There
have been other competent Jesuits and lay-teachers who have shaped many as
North Pointers.
I have experienced three generations of Jesuits starting with the Belgian
era. This divine experience of St. Ignatius was relayed to the Canadian Jesuits
who celebrated their golden jubilee at North Point in 1977. It was at the request
of the first |Canadian Rector of N.P, Fr. Maurice Stanford that I left the lucrative
career of a marine engineer to teach at my Alma Mater. The baton was relayed
to the Indian Jesuits. Their task is enormous. Armed with the weapons provided
by God and the Jesuit tradition to be “men for others”, they will not be found
wanting.
I have a few facts about the N.P of yesteryear. The earlier names of the four
houses were Ashley, Garnet, Campion and Southwell. These were four English
Jesuits who were martyred in the 15th and 16th centuries. The Twin Towers
of N.P were built in 1927 by Fr. Nicholas Brie. They are the first thing a boy
sees when he comes to North Point and the last thing at the end of his school
life. Fraser hall was built in 1904. The acoustics were perfect and hundreds of
plays were enacted there. Today it has become a library. The hall was too small
to accommodate the growing number of our students. In the First World War
of 1914-1918 many North Pointers enrolled themselves in the army and many
lost their lives. The altar in the school chapel has been erected in the memory of
twenty-two North Pointers who sacrificed their lives. In 1948 the first lady teacher,
Miss “Pinky” Bower was appointed to take charge of the Preparatory Class. She
married another of our teachers, Mr. Bernie West (no relation of the late Mr. John
West) and they lived in a cottage close to the school. She is the first in a long line
of lady teachers who are very competent, loving and devoted teachers. In 1954
there were students from all over the world. It was a veritable United Nations of
North Point. We have a photograph in one of our Annuals. We had students from
Italy, Tibet, India, Pakistan, Germany, Austria, Chile, Tanzania, U.S.A, Armenia,
Poland, Burma (now Myanmar), Czechoslovakia, England, Thailand, Nepal,
Bhutan and France. The staff included men from Belgium, Canada, Luxembourg,
Denmark and Yugoslavia.
North Point has been through testing times but has emerged stronger
and more resilient. That is the true North Point Spirit. At present, we are in the
throes of a deadly and unfathomable virus. N.P has suffered many devastating
landslides and violent agitations. The disastrous earthquake of 1897 hit N.P. The
building swayed more than a foot and a half from the vertical, but thanks to the
architect’s expertise it survived. In 1934 the West wing was badly damaged and

parts of Fraser hall were thrown down the hill. The then governor of West Bengal,
Sir John Anderson helped, by securing government grants, to repair the building.
In the early fifties another giant earthquake devastated the hills and smashed
many houses. Many of the homeless victims were lodged and fed in Fraser Hall.
Through all these calamities N.P has stood tall and strong. Again, this is the true
N.P Spirit of “never say die”. Definitely we shall overcome anything with the help
of the Almighty.
We are a part of a global network of Jesuit institutions in every continent
of the world. We have a rich and glorious legacy of education. N.P has a special
place in a great number of excellent schools and provides the finest kind of allround education to its students.
Most parents want their children to study in good schools as to
secure a good job, a car, a home and a healthy bank balance. This is natural but
N.P provides something more valuable – a set of values. I have met N.P boys in
Sikkim, Nepal, Bhutan, Thailand, Kolkata, England and Mumbai, where Gautam
Zaveri came to my aid when I had severe leg problem. Every North Pointer carries
values learned at North Point with them. They live these values. We have strong,
committed Alumni that render yeoman service.
In the shelter of “Our home in the Mountains” boys experience love,
a family spirit and the significance of SURSUM CORDA (to lift up HEARTS to
GOD in song, work and deed). We attach great importance to the four H’s – the
education of the Heart, Head, Hand and Holy.
N.P is a simple but modern school. We shall not stagnate but keep
up with the times and the changing trends in education. Fr. Depelchin was the
founder of the school but Fr. Kinley was the founder of modern North Point. He
translated “Vision 2000+” into reality. If I were to write about every Jesuit and
teaching staff it would take thousands of pages and volumes of work. I would like
to mention just a few. Fr. Shajumon, the former rector had talents to cover every
point on the compass and he used these gifts in the service of the school. I also
remember Mr. Maurice Banerjei, my mentor and the best teacher on this planet.
One of the most dedicated Jesuits (and there are countless of these) was my class
teacher, Fr. Bouvez. I would have liked to have mentioned many others who have
given of themselves to the school but the list would be never ending. May God
bless them all.
What about the N.P of today? This hallowed institution is in good hands.
The N.P family is a caring family. There are many “old boys” who are currently on
the staff. They are led by an experienced Jesuit- our Rector, Fr. K.L George who
is also a senior lecturer in charge of English at the University Department. Then
we have a young and competent principal, Fr Leo; an active and hardworking
Prefect, Fr Anuranjan Ekka; a Comptroller of Accounts Bro P.D Vincent with
so much experience; two young Headmasters; Mr. D. N. Pradhan, Mr. Andre
Lefevre whose late father Mr. John Lefevre, his mother, wife and two brothers
also taught at the school. We also have a very loyal and devoted office staff and
support staff. Our parents are our great strength and they play a significant part
by supporting the efforts made by the school. However, our most important duty
is to our students. It is for them that the school was built. It is for them that we
must labour so that they learn, adapt and make the world a better place to live in.
I thank God, our Bountiful Creator for His inspiration, guidance and
blessings that have shaped our lives. With His help, the prayers of Our Lady of
North Point and our patron, St. Joseph, our school will endure and continue to
guide the boys who are entrusted to our care.
God bless North Point and all those who are part of it.
SURSUM CORDA

Mrs Sunanda Mukhia

“When Everything is Uncertain, then
Everything Important is Clear”

The year 2020 started with a new disease on the horizon,
Covid 19. As it slowly crept into our part of the world, everything
we had known to be ‘normal’ changed completely. We started to
think twice before giving a friendly handshake, a warm hug, having
a lunch out, enjoying a film in the theatres, playing cricket with
friends and even attending school.
Words like sanitizers, virus, pandemic, quarantine, social
distancing, isolation, masks became a part of our daily talks...so
much so that it even made its way into my 4 year old daughter’s
vocabulary. Such has been its invasion into our lives.
Staying home has become the new mantra. We are now locked
inside our own homes. Trying to get on with our lives, a new kind of
lifestyle has emerged where everyday starts with cleaning or rather
sanitizing everything around you. Which is followed by working
from home, imparting online classes, checking assignments, e-mails,
cooking, gardening. Stepping out of the house to buy essentials seem
no less than going to a battlefield armed with masks, gloves and
sanitizers. A new kind of fear, fear of touching people, interacting
with people has set in. God forbid if he is a carrier of the deadly
virus!! ...Life, as we know it, has changed completely.

My biggest take away from these strange times is that... Life is so
Precious.
With thousands of people dying everyday across the globe, just to be
able to wake up in the morning without any sickness....is a blessing.
With thousands of homeless people looking for security, just to be
able to enjoy being safely locked in your house ....is a blessing.
With thousands of people standing riskily in queues for basic ration,
just to be able to cook new recipes during lockdown....is a blessing.
With all schools and colleges being shut, just to be able to impart
online classes and home school your children....is a blessing.
With thousands of people battling the virus alone, just to be able to
spend time with your family members doing simple everyday things
like cooking, cleaning, washing, talking....is a blessing.
I have learnt to be thankful and appreciative of all the highs,
the lows, the blessings, the setbacks, the lessons... everything.
I have learnt to be grateful for the greatest gift of God – LIFE

Google Classroom

Mr Biraj Pradhan

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought the world into a state
of utter confusion and disarray. Even though schools around the
country have been closed, the education process continues to go
strong even in these troubled times through the various modes of
online teaching. North Point is no exception.
Google Classroom was introduced into North Point by our
former Rector, Rev. Fr Shajumon C. K., SJ. It did have a rough
start, but after numerous training seminars for our teachers, there
was a positive response from the students. Google Classroom is a
paperless classroom system which has revolutionized system of
education in the recent years. Here, the students are exposed to an
interactive learning environment through the use of online tools
and the internet.
Every student at North Point is provided with a school google
identification. Using this, the teachers can contact the students and
conduct online classes through Google’s new app feature, Google
Meet. It allows up to 250 users to create and join high quality video
meetings. As such, teachers can have live sessions with the students
from the safety of their homes.
Google Classroom can be accessed from any computer via
Google Chrome or from any mobile device. All files uploaded by
the teachers and the students are stored in a Classroom folder on
Google Drive. Users can access Classroom anytime and anywhere,

as long as there is a stable internet connection. Assignments are
given to the students online by their respective subject teachers
and students do their assignment sitting at home. Corrections
are done by the teachers online and grades are provided over the
same. Teachers and students can send emails, post to the stream,
send private comments on assignments, and provide feedback
on work. Teachers have full control over student comments and
posts. They can also communicate with parents through individual
emails or through Classroom email summaries which include class
announcements and due dates. In Google Classroom, teachers are
easily able to differentiate instruction for students.
North Point has always strived to provide its students with
quality education. The world will take a long time to heal, but
education must go on. I thank our principal, Fr Leo Alphonse Raj,
SJ, for making all of these possible even at such troubled times, for
leading our school with much resilience. I thank all of our teachers
for all the hours they have to put in to prepare for the classes and the
assignments. A special thanks to Mr. Sharan Gurung, for ensuring
that all the students and their parents are being informed regarding
their classes and assignments through WhatsApp. Let’s all hope for
a better tomorrow!

World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development
21st May
The World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development is a United Nations–sanctioned international holiday for the promotion of diversity issues. It
is currently held on May 21.[1] The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed this holiday due to UNESCO’s Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity in
November 2001. It is an opportunity to help communities understand the value of cultural diversity and learn how to live together in harmony.

THE DUKPAS

An article by Sangay N.G. Dukpa (12 ‘Science’)

DIVERSITY

An article by Sonam Palden Wangchuk (12 ‘Science’)
“We all live with the objective of being happy; our lives are all different
and yet the same” – Anne Frank

“In its simplest form the tribe is a group of bands occupying a continuous
territory and having a feeling of unity deriving from numerous
similarities in culture and certain community of interests” - Ralph Linton
The Drugpa also called as Dukpa is a rare kind of a tribe, inhibit
majorly the hill terrain of North Bengal as well as Bhutan and Sikkim. In
North Bengal, the area inhabited by the community is a hilly terrain covered
with a thin forest of Buxaduar, Chunabhati, Tasigaon, Lepchokha and Adma
all of these possessing high altitude villages. Our modern civilization is yet to
explore the hinterland where the tribal community is at the brink of defunct
existence.
The Dukpas are genetically Mongoloid descendants. With the coming
of the 16th Gyalwa Karmapa, the spiritual head of the Karma Kagvu order of
Buddhism, large number of Bhutanese migrated to Sikkim in the early 1960s.
The Bhutanese addressed themselves as “Drugpa” or residents of the “Dragon
Land”. The majority of the Drugpas came from different parts of Bhutan,
while few of them were from Kalimpong-Darjeeling areas, where they had
settled down from early seventh century A.D.
Traditionally most of the Dukpas were engaged in agrarian exertion.
Almost every Dukpa family owned land controlled by the family head which
served as their primary resource. Secondary occupation included small-scale
animal husbandry. But regrettably, the earning from either of the sources is
not up to the mark for them.
The family prototype of Dukpa community is patriarchal in nature,
but mothers also play a significant role.
From the days of yore, the Dukpas have had great skills in wood
crafting, carpentry, etc. But these arts are down-at-heel with the diminishing
market. The community has ahd a rich tradition of multitudinous folk tales.
Traditionally they live in wooden houses with specially carved window
frames. While entering their house one finds large sitting areas for visitors to
hang out comfortably.
The Tibetan word “Losar” which translates to “new year” in English is
the most popular and significant festival of the Dukpas and is celebrated with
great enthusiasm every year.
The history of “Losar” festival predates to arrival of Buddhism in
Tibet and its neighbouring regions like parts of India, Bhutan and Nepal. It
is believed that in earlier days, it was celebrated as a winter ceremony which
involved offerings of large quantities of incense to appease local deities and
drive away negative spirits. Gradually with changes in astrological methods
and predictions, it started to be celebrated as a warm welcome to a new
harvesting season and new year.
The date of this festival mostly falls in the month of February (more
precisely tke 29th day of the 12th month of the Tibetan lunar calendar) and
celebrations for the same commence more than a week before, gripping the
entire state in the mood of festivities and merry making. Street, houses and
monasteries get adorned in vibrant colours, with people shopping for new
clothes and organising re-union dinners amongst friends and families.
The cultural delicacies include the culinary traditions and practices
and its people. The cuisine reflects the Tibetan landscape of mountains and
plateaus includes influnces from neighbours. The cuisine is known for its use
of noodles, butter, yoghurt and soups.
The most important crop is barley. Flour milled from roasted barley
called tsampa is the staple food of the Dukpas, as well as Sha Faley(meat
and cabbage in bread). Dukpas used to consume Balep, a Tibetan bread, for
breakfast and lunch. The most famous among these is the Thukpa, consisting
of vegetables, meat and noodles in broth. These delicacies are traditionally
served with bamboo chopsticks. A perfect meal to end a day with!!!

Anne Frank was a teenage Jewish girl who kept a diary while her
family was in hiding from the Nazis during the World War II. The diary she
kept provided a poignant glimpse into her world for the eyes of today, the
youths that are the future of the world. The damage of not understanding
cultural diversity already has a decent history that has recorded a lot of
unnecessary bloodshed. Anne Frank is the quintessential reference for
teenagers who want a better world, not for themselves but others as well.
Diversity refers to the attributes that people use to confirm themselves
with respect to others, these attributes include demographic factors (such as
race, gender and age) as well as values and cultural norms. Many societies
around the world differ markedly from each other in terms of culture
(language, dress), tradition, ethics and there are also significant variations in
how a society organizes itself, such as the concept of morality, religion, and
the ways of interaction with the environment.
As we continue down the path of globalization it becomes important
to reflect on the ever-changing landscape of society and the values people
have in them. Globalization is often said to have a negative effect on the
world’s cultural diversity. As we bring different people to a workplace there
is bound to be some conflict of interest between the co-workers, like the well
know British television sitcom often showed the teacher Mr Brown breaking
up fights between the Pakistani Ali Nadim and the Indian Ranjeet Singh. But
with a better understanding of cultural diversity, all can be avoided.
It can be axiomatically stated that cultural diversity holds as much
importance as that of biodiversity. If for the long-time survival of life on earth
we must believe in the methods of biodiversity, then we can safely argue that
cultural diversity is vital for the long-term survival of humanity; and the
conservation of contradicting cultures is as important as the conservation
of species to life in general. The General Conference of UNESCO took this
position in 2001, asserting in Article 1 of the Universal Declaration on
Cultural Diversity that “…cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind as
biodiversity is for nature.”
UNESCO in 2001 recognized cultural diversity as the “common
heritage of humanity”. There is also the convention for the safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Diversity Heritage ratified on June 20, 2007, by 78 states
which said: The Intangible cultural heritage transmitted from generation to
generation is constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to
their environment, their interaction with nature and their history, and gives
them a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural
diversity and human creativity.
We live in a world that is constantly judging the actions of all humans
alike with no consideration for differences but is still very far from accepting
each other into their daily lives. It is up to the youth to break the unspoken
vow that has no weight but that of inability to understand a superior society
that can lead humankind to great heights. We cannot be of one kind and know
all.
“The essence of the beautiful is unity in variety” – W. Somerset Maugham
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Every year we celebrate International Day of Families on the
15th of May. The purpose of this day is to highlight the importance
and value of families and the key role it has in society and in our
communities. This global occasion came into existence in 1993
when the UN General Assembly realized the importance of family
and decided to dedicate a whole day to celebrate the honour of
families worldwide. It was first celebrated just a year later on 15th
of May, 1994.
According to the UN, “This day provides an opportunity to
promote awareness of issues relating to families and to increase
the knowledge of the social, economic and demographic processes
affecting families.”
Undoubtedly Family is one of the most important social
elements which constitute our society guiding us in every way and
being there collectively when the need for help arises. Ever since
1996, a theme has been specifically assigned to that particular day in
order to highlight or bring forth various issues .The very first theme
in 1996 was “Families: First Victims of Poverty and Homelessness",
highlighting the struggles and difficulties which families go through
in order to make ends meet. The theme for this year is “Families
in Development: Copenhagen & Beijing”. The reason behind this
specific theme dates back to the very start in 1995 when the
conferences of Beijing and Copenhagen brought forth the idea of
showcasing the importance of family and the well being of each and
every individual within the family.
Thus, in the year 2020, the UN decided to implement this
theme and make the world realize the value of families and the
inseparable bonds between the members, especially during a global
crisis like the Covid-19. After all, that is the key goal of Family Day, to establish a healthy relationship between the members so that the
family itself is healthy, which in turn helps in contributing towards
a growing and efficient society.
In this context, we should take the opportunity to relate this
theme within our day to day lives. As students of this esteemed
institution we should be proud and moreover be grateful to be a
part of the North Point Family . An institution with a rich History,
a Present overflowing with achievements and a Future with
unimaginable potential. Students, parents, teachers and alumni all
alike should strive towards maintaining a healthy relationship with
each other, trying to get to know each other better and moreover give
in their very best to uphold and achieve the motto of our institution
that is “SURSUM CORDA”.
Especially during this time of quarantine we should take a
step back and perform the three A’s - Admire, Acknowledge and

Appreciate. For instance, all of us are cooped up within our own
homes dying to get a breath of fresh air, literally, but we should take
this time and admire the work and efforts our parents and family
members put in, acknowledge the lengths to which our teachers
are going through in order to provide us with our education and
appreciate the honesty and hard work of all the students who are
writing down countless notes and handing in assignments without
fail. All of which assist in making sure that the Family of North
Point runs smoothly without any cracks.
There is also a known fact that in the modern day and age
due to the excessive usage of electronic devices by ALL members of
the family, there is a growing distance within the relationships of
the members. People today have been taking the concept of families
too lightly and have not understood its true essence and therefore
in a way World Family Day perfectly highlights the need for us to
be compact and close within the family. It serves both as a reminder
and an opportunity to love each other, care for one another and
most importantly give time to one another.
Thus in a way the unfortunate pandemic has made us
physically distant from each other but somehow ironically brought
us closer with each other, especially with our family members and
maybe we should seize the moment and benefit from it. Go make
meaningful conversations with your parents , ask your grandparents
about ‘their’ days and see their eyes gleam with joy and nostalgia
and maybe if you have the guts you can ask your parents about
how they met. Obviously they will sugarcoat most parts of the story
but you will bond with them and bring out the true essence and
meaning of “Family day’’.
And always remember : Admire, Acknowledge and Appreciate
your family.
Pravek Patrick Sitling
Class 12 ‘Arts’

dear
parents
The COVID-19 pandemic has not been easy for any of us, especially
for you. We salute your efforts in ensuring that your children are up to
date with all of their assignments.
We would like to dedicate the next issue to you.
Share with us any of your articles, poems and artwork you have
worked on during the lockdown for our new section PARENTSCAPE.

we look forward to your contributions.
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Chapter 1

Winds of a Memory
The winds bellowed,
hungry and wild. They
threatened to sweep the trees
off of their roots in one mighty
gust. The valley below hummed
with the ravenous howls of the
winds. Darkness filled the hills
with an unnatural chill. Wolves
howled to the passing gusts
while the moon shone across
the lands, eluded by the clouds.
The hillside city of Rudenhide
was flushed into darkness,
just like the neighboring hills.
The street lamps died out
hours ago, submitting to the
frightening tempest. All the
houses were dark submitting
to the power of sleep. Even the
ever lit Rein castle was drained
of light. But the guards stood
strong and braved the unholy
Henry Humtsoe (I.S.C. 2019)
weather, clad from head to toe
in armor. Every now and then
the guards tried to light a fire, but just like their fingers their hopes were numb.
Only the eternal flames of the blacksmith’s forge retained its sun like glory.
Slowly but surely dark clouds gathered above the city. On the outskirts of
the city, the colony of farmers was live and bustling with yells and orders being
screamed out. The crops wouldn’t last the night. Many of the farmers were busy
gathering their crops and huddling them in their sheds.
In a small two room hut close to the forest Jerrod was wide awake. He had
already reaped his crops during the day. The only worry was for his roof. He had
been living alone for a year now. When he was thirteen, his father disappeared
from the house. Two years later his mother ran away with a trader, leaving her
only son in a broken hut. Jerrod was fifteen back then. People were sympathetic
towards him. The farmers helped him rebuild his house. They even helped him
set up his crops. Very soon he was selling them to the farmers. That was how he
earned a living. And an extra profit too. It was easier to feed one mouth rather
than a whole family.
Many had offered to take him in, but he refused to leave his land
unattended to. Even Harold, the city blacksmith, offered to give him a meal from
time to time. He was a rough man with broad shoulders and sandpaper like
hands, but he had a heart of gold. Jerrod considered him and his family as his
own.
“Don’t worry kid. Your father was a good friend. He was like a brother to
me. This is the least I can do to make it up to him.”Harold would say when Jerrod
refused something from him.
Right now all he waited for was the rain. He had to see if his roof would
hold. Once, a few months ago, his roof was dripping in a similar storm and he
was afraid that it would do the same once more.
Lightning struck in the distant hill. Thunder rolled up high in the clouds
and soon the downpour began. There was no drizzle nor were there any small
droplets. Water came down from the sky as though someone tipped a whole
bucket over the hills.
Jerrod’s heart was beating along with the rain. His gaze remained on his
roof but nothing happened. His roof had held against the storm. Thunder and
lightning shattered the city of Rudenhide. The farmers retreated back into their
homes. The saved as much as they could but a large majority of their fields would
become pools for frogs and water snakes.
The storm was hard and treacherous. The winds were loud and wild.
Any sensible person would be asleep but Jerrod was wide awake. He would not
be able to sleep for the rest of the night. This type of storm was common in the
summer monsoon. Jerrod got out of his bed and stared out of his window. Its
frame rattled in the rain and wind. But that didn’t concern Jerrod. His head was
lost in his own thought. It was in a similar night when he walked up to the door
of this very house. He remembered the robed man who came into the house
without any invitation. He remembered the feel of the man’s rough hands enclose
around his own. He felt the same pain as he did when that man planted the white
streaked scar on the palm of his hand.
Soon after the robed man fell to the ground and died. Jerrod’s parents
came running out of the bedroom to find the dead body and their son with a long
scar across his palm. Jerrod was thirteen then. He was startled and scared all at
once. He remembered his parents talking to each other.
“Mallius,” Jerrod’s mother said, “do you think that…”

His father knelt down to the person. He removed the man’s hood and
revealed a scarred face. A long black scar ran the length of his face. His short
brown hair was soaking wet.
“It’s him alright,” his father replied grimly, “He’s got a new scar it seems
but this is…was Gerick”
“Father”, Jerrod exclaimed
His parents stared at the poor boy. They had a light of sorrow in their
eyes. His father placed a hand on Jerrod’s shoulder and he said, “Jerrod, this man
was an old friend. I don’t think you’ll remember him but he was Gerick. And now
he has given you a gift. You need to learn how to use it soon.”
“What…?” Jerrod was cut off abruptly by a loud roar outside.
“Lena, take Jerrod in the bedroom!” His father yelled.
Mallius went towards one of the chests and pulled out a large sword. He
ran outside, his palms glowing light blue. As he ran out Jerrod saw a blue veil
surround him. Roars and growls filled the night. The thunder and rain came
down hard. But Jerrod’s father ran out surrounded by the blue shield. Suddenly
five large creatures leaped over the house and chased Mallius into the forest. This
was the first time Jerrod saw his father use magic and the last memory he had of
him.
Jerrod remembered his mother crying and crying, over and over. He
remembered Harold and his family coming over. He remembered people telling
him all would be alright. But he knew that they were only doing so to keep him
from going into traumatic shock. What did happen? Jerrod’s father could use
magic. Now his father was gone. He wasn’t so close to his father. But Jerrod did
look up to him whenever he was in trouble. He was his father. Now he was a
distant memory
A roll of thunder brought Jerrod back to reality. He blinked twice getting
his bearings straight. His room was black as pitch excluding the occasional bolts
of lightning. Jerrod frantically sprawled his arms trying to find a candle. He finally
found one on the far side of the bed post. He lit it and a golden light brightened
his room.
The room was large enough to fit a bed, a wardrobe and a table Jerrod
used as a study. It was littered by a million papers, scattered and stacked from
place to place. These small things were all he had to remind him of his family. Sire
he was angry at his mother for running away but he didn’t hate her. She still had
a special place in his heart for her. His father was always remembered. He did
scale the Maverick Range which was named after him. He did save the country
countless times in the name of the king. But Jerrod didn’t know him as well as
other people did. He always had dreams about them together as a big happy
family. But right now, right in the moment as the storm raged on, Jerrod felt a
cruel jolt that brought him back to reality. He was an orphan.
The sound of the storm encumbered the many sounds of animals wailing
in the wild. The thunder subdued the beating of Jerrod’s heart and the ringing
sound of blood in his ears. He didn’t realize it but he was back on his bed, his head
swinging from the sheer memory of his sad life. He knew that he had to get up or
else his thoughts would get the better of him. They always did.
- Qventon Roberts
Class 11 'Arts'

Pema Thinlay (I.S.C. 2018)

to be continued...

CrEaTiVe N.p.
Hangsewa Rai of Class 6 'B'
Meet Hangsewa Rai, a budding artist or rather a master in the making. He is a sweet boy with a cute pudgy face who has just been promoted from wearing
half pants to full length pants. He is in the sixth standard presently and has left an impressive reputation in the primary division. He has been an efficient
house captain and a good role model for the boys. He is ever ready to help others with his sweet smile. He is an excellent elocutionist with a wonderful diction.
Besides being a good student he has also shown his acting chops in the play, Oliver Twist, as the hilarious Mr. Bumble. His greatest talent however is his
ability to create magic on blank paper using colours and paint. Everyone is fascinated by his detailed drawings. After a lot of dedication and perseverance
from him and his parents he has come this far. He seems to have already mastered the art form and this is just the beginning...
He is truly a gem and we are proud to have him in our school. Let us celebrate Hangsewa's exquisite creations !

Clay Art
by
Gyalsten Tshering Norbu
Class 3 'C'

ROZEN PRADHAN
Class 9 D

DEV PRASAD
Class 7 D

REYHAN DARNAL
Class 7 D

SUDHANGSHU RAI
Class 9 A

ANANTA PRADHAN
Class 4 A

NATHAN SANTIAGO
Class 4 B
SHODUNGYEN L. H. SUBBA
Class 9 C

VORACHAI SAWANGSIRITIP
Class 4 A

PRANEEL CHETTRI
Class 3 C

SHALOM VIVIAN
Class 3 B

VIVAAN MUKHIA
Class 4 A
VAIBHAV PRADHAN
Class 3 C

PICTURE S Q U E

SWARMIM PRADHAN

PEMA D PALZOR

JISAN MOHAMMAD

SIDDARTH. S. PALZOR

NEHAL SYANGDEN

FANCY D RESS COMPETITION
Winners

1

st

ARADHYA HANG SUBBA
CLASS 3 ‘B’

AS A COVID-19 FIGHTING DOCTOR
MATERIALS USED: -

1. Doctors coat - old white shirt.
2. Doctors cap - chart paper.
3. Mask - Carry bag.
4. Gloves - plastic bags.
5. Stethoscope - waste headphone, aluminium wire, base of old football trophy.

AGASTYA PAREEK
CLASS 5 ‘C’

THE DETTOL HERO

2

nd

Though the theme was Superheroes but his ideas and creativity and
the amount of hard work that was put to make the costume was
worth praising which could not be ignored.

MATERIALS USED: 1. Chart Paper
2. Cardboard
3. Marker Pen
4. Paint

3

rd

SANDUP LAMA
CLASS 5 ‘C’

BATMAN
For making a pledge to fight against the “Bats” who are said to have
spread the deadly Coronavirus. His ideas and creativity specially the
reflection of the “Bat” in the background was worth praising. And his
costume was excellent.

MATERIALS USED: 1. Cardboard to make a cut out of the bat for the background
2. Lighting effect for the bat
3. Chart Paper
4. Black cloth

St. Joseph’s School
north point
darjeeling

A CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION

winners

CLASS 6

“Living Life Indoors”

1st – Arahant Daksh Chettri (Class 6 ‘D’)
2nd – Asim Hassan (Class 6 ‘B’)
3rd – Kesang Lhendup Kaleon (Class 6 ‘A’)

CLASS 7

“An Unforgettable Dream”

1st – Rinchen Bomzon (Class 7 ‘B’)
2nd – Yadid Thulung (Class 7 ‘D’)
3rd – Yonten Tshering Sherpa (Class 7 ‘B’)

CLASS 8

You are in a lockdown. Describe all the
things that you miss about school. You may
include humorous incidents.

1st – Ridhoom Raag Rai (Class 8 ‘B’)
2nd – Vivaan Shukla (Class 8 ‘B’)
3rd – Avneesh Khawas (Class 8 ‘C’)

THE
NORTH POINT
WEEKLY

CLASS 9

“Learning the Silver Lining in the Present Scenario”

1st – Ravi Prakash Gupta (Class 9 ‘D’)
2nd – Rudraksh Sharma (Class 9 ‘A’)
3rd – Vaishnav Singh Khati (Class 9 ‘B’)

CLASS 10

Write a Short Story beginning with the
line: “The man in the tower took aim and
fired....”

1st – Vibhuti Hang Subba (Class 10 ‘B’)

CLASS 12

Reflect on a time when you questioned or
challenged a belief or idea. What prompted
your thinking? What was the outcome?

1st – Aaron Gurung (Class 12 ‘Science’)
2nd – Visist Lochan Roka (Class 12 ‘Arts’)
3rd – Norsang Lama (Class 12 ‘Science’)
4th – Sonam Wangchuk (Class 12 ‘Science’)
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UTILITY FROM
WASTE
A CRAFTING COMPETITION

CLASS 6

winners

1st – Adarsh Raj (Class 6 ‘B’)
2nd – Kesang Lhendup Kaleon (Class 6 ‘A’)
3rd – Asim Hassan (Class 6 ‘B’)

CLASS 8
1st – Padmaksha Thulung (Class 8 ‘D’)
2nd – Kunsang Bhutia (Class 8 ‘B’)
3rd – Mandeep Pradhan (Class 8 ‘A’)

CLASS 7

1st – Yadid Thulung (Class 7 ‘D’)
2nd – Himanish Gurung (Class 7 ‘D’)
3rd – Rinchen Bomzon (Class 7 ‘B’)

CLASS 9
1st – Munesh Chandra Rai (Class 9 ‘D’)
2nd – Arogya Gurung (Class 9 ‘B’)

few winning crafts

L O C K D O W N WA T C H L I S T
compiled by Mahin E Alam
“Binge-watching” is what the viewership of the present television industry is all about. Streaming services such as Netflix, Amazon Prime,
Hotstar and Disney+ thrive on this, making available a myriad of television shows, series and films to stream anytime and anywhere we
choose. Now, as we are stuck indoors, we present to you a list of 8 TV shows you can enjoy with friends and family.

1. Brooklyn Nine Nine – it is an American police procedural comedy
show. It is set in the fictional 99th precinct of the New York Police Dept. in
Brooklyn, New York, following a team of detectives headed by an overly
serious Captain Raymond Holt. The series explores the day to day life of the
squad, packed with a whole lot of comedy, thrill and fun. It has a total of
seven seasons, with season 8 in the works.
2. Sherlock – In the updated take on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s beloved
mystery tales, the eccentric sleuth Sherlock Holmes and his trusty partner,
Dr John Watson, prowls the streets of 21st century London in search of clues.
Paired with the brilliant skills of Benedict Cumberbatch, thus series is a mustwatch for the thrill-seekers and the lovers of the classic novels. It is available
on Netflix and spans for a total of four seasons.
3. The Office (US) - A remake of the hit 2001 BBC TV series “The Office”, this
is a mockumentary that documents the exploits of a paper supply company in
Scranton, Pennsylvania. Made up of head chief Michael Scott, a harmlessly
deluded and ignorantly insensitive boss who cares about the welfare of his
employees while trying to put his own spin on company policy. With an office
including the likes of various peers who have their own hangups, The Office
(2005) takes a look at the lives of its co-workers: bored but talented salesman
Jim, his mildly sociopathic, butt kissing enemy Dwight, mildly righteous
receptionist Pam, and indifferent temp Ryan.
4. The Good Place - The Good Place is a town where those who have been
good throughout their lives go once they have passed away. Michael (Danson)
is the architect who oversees the town--and this is the first one he has been
in charge of creating. Eleanor (Bell) arrives at the Good Place and realizes
they have her name right, but everything else is wrong. She isn’t meant to be
there at all. With the help of Chidi, her soul mate (Harper), Eleanor tries to
right her wrongs, seeking to finally earn her spot in the Good Place. Starring
Kristen Bell, Ted Danson and Manny Jacinto, the show runs for four seasons.
5. Money Heist - A series where bank robbers become heroes. The much
talked about Spanish series on Netflix has exceeded the expectations of its
makers. It has become the most watched series in many countries other than
Spain. The characters, plot and sets are truly memorable. The signature

red jumpsuit, the Salvadore Dali mask and the song Bella Ciao has taken
the world by storm. Go ahead and watch- choose your favourite. Mine, of
course, is the Professor. The show runs for a total of 2 season in four parts.
6. Dark - The first German production from the world’s leading Internet TV
Network is set in a German town in present day where the disappearance
of two young children exposes the double lives and fractured relationships
among four families. In ten hour-long episodes, the story takes on a surprising
twist that ties back to the same town in 1986. Starring Louis Hofmann, Oliver
Masucci and Daan Lennard Liebrenz, this series runs for two seasons, of
sheer suspense, mystery and tragedy.
7. Stranger Things - If you’re a fan of E.T., Dungeons and Dragons, moody
Electronica and many other things early 80’s, then this show is for you.
Actually, its soaring popularity proves that it’s for everyone. One afternoon,
young Will Byers disappears from his small town community. A girl with a
shaved head named Eleven appears and joins Will’s friends’ and family on
their search-hunt for the missing boy. Things turn supernatural and strange
from there onward, guaranteeing you laughs, a few cries and jump-scares
all the way. Binge-watch for optimal enjoyment and don’t forget to keep
an eye out for the endless Easter Eggs! The series spans for a total of three
seasons with a fourth season on the way.
8. The Umbrella Academy - On the same day in October 1989, forty-three
infants are inexplicably born to random, unconnected women who showed
no signs of pregnancy the day before. Seven are adopted by Sir Reginald
Hargreeves, a billionaire industrialist, who creates The Umbrella Academy
and prepares his “children” to save the world. But not everything went
according to plan. In their teenage years, the family fractured and the team
disbanded. Now, the six surviving thirty-something members reunite upon
the news of Hargreeves’ passing. Luther, Diego, Allison, Klaus, Vanya and
Number Five work together to solve a mystery surrounding their father’s
death. But the estranged family once again begins to come apart due to their
divergent personalities and abilities, not to mention the imminent threat of a
global apocalypse.

Obituary

MR JOHN WEST
09.07.1940 - 11.03.2020

When I was requested to pen down a few lines on Mr. John West, I
readily agreed. However, little did I realize that the assignment was not only
daunting but it was also almost near impossible to encapsulate the persona of
someone like him in just a few words. Nevertheless, here I am venturing forth
to write something about a friend of almost four decades, a task which is both
painful and difficult.
My first recollection of Mr. West is that of a footballer, donning Mount
Hermon colours, a tall, gangly stopper, affectionately known as ‘Haddi’
meaning bones, and feared by practically all opponents. I believe he was an
excellent tennis player too during his younger days. Incidentally, Mr. West
joined Mount Hermon School ever since he came to India in 1965 and taught
Chemistry and Mathematics there till 1982.
He then joined the teaching fraternity at St. Joseph’s School in 1982,
where he taught for eighteen long and fruitful years till his retirement in
2000. A distinguished academic, he graduated from Oxford, was a Chartered
Chemist and had an extraordinary mastery over Chemistry. He authored
text books in Chemistry for the Council for the Indian School Certificate
Examinations which were used by schools throughout India and abroad. He
served the Council with distinction as Chief Examiner of Chemistry and as
a teacher he was a constant source of sustenance for his colleagues as well
as his students. An entire generation of students has learnt the nuances of
Chemistry and his contribution to this discipline is exemplary.
I got to know him at a personal level during the various Bridge
tournaments that were a rage in Darjeeling during the 70’s till the mid 80’s.
An astute Bridge enthusiast, he was happy to share the finer points of the
game with young learners like us during various open tournaments of the
Darjeeling Gymkhana Club and the Telephone Exchange Recreation Club. He
took a keen interest in my hobby and contributed tremendously to my stamp
collection on the British Empire. My acquaintance with him soon blossomed
into friendship and in the mid-eighties, although we were keen on Mr. West
joining us at the Rotary Club of Darjeeling, we were unable to do so because
of Rotary’s unique classification principle governing membership, where
not more than two members could be taken in from a particular profession
or vocation. His passion for Social Service resulted in him joining the Lions
Club. I had the privilege of being invited by him, the then President of the
Club, as the Guest of Honour, during the District Governor’s visit.
In 1995, finally, when the classification for Education, Secondary
Schools fell vacant, we inducted Mr. West as a member of the Rotary Club of

Darjeeling. The day he was admitted he told us “from now onwards call me
John”. And during his twenty-two years in Rotary he adhered to this Rotary
practice and even preferred his former students call him John over Mr. West
or Sir.
His involvement in Rotary was infectious as he was deeply interested
in giving back something to his adopted home, Darjeeling. In fact, he is the
only person to have served both Social Service organisations, Lions and
Rotary as President. He was actively involved in the club’s community service
projects, particularly the health camps, career counselling seminars, quizzes,
youth leadership camps and the training programmes. What was evident
was his thirst for understanding the organisation and was referred to as the
knowledge bank of the club. Punctuality was a trait that was second nature to
him and so was his obsession with rules, of which he was a stickler, both in
letter and in spirit. He in a nutshell, was the conscience keeper of the club.
Soft spoken and a gentleman to the core, I cannot recall a single
instance of John having had a harsh word for anyone else. What set John
apart was his affable nature and in spite of his personal achievements he
was humility personified. Perhaps it was this facet of his personality that
allowed others to take him for granted. He was one of our very own, having
made Darjeeling his home ever since he came here fifty-five years ago, yet
I feel Darjeeling let him down. We just did not understand the magnitude
of his contribution especially as an academic whose works influenced young
minds beyond the boundaries of this small town. He was also instrumental
in introducing computers to hill schools. It is a real pity that we did not
comprehend his true worth and failed to recognise him during his lifetime.
And this will surely remain one of my biggest regrets.
My heart goes out to Neena, former Principal of Mount Hermon
Teachers’ Training College, and with the passing away of John we have been
deprived of a wonderful human being. Farewell, my friend. May your soul
rest in eternal peace.
- Mr Udaya Mani Pradhan

Q
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compiled by Mr Anurag Agarwal
We present to you a set of thrilling
questions to rattle your brains and
awaken the curious in you.
Fo this issue we present a Mixed Bag
to Cheer you Up during these difficult
times.
Happy quizzing!

1. In 1931, a party of British Mountaineers on their way back from a successful ascent of
Mount Kamet, were looking for shelter from inclement weather in the wilderness above
Joshinath in present-day Uttarakhand when they came upon the lush and colorful Bhyundar
Valley. Frank S. Smythe the leader of the expedition had accidently discovered what?
2. One of the few medieval libraries established in 1535 CE. M its prized possessions is a rare
collection of Palm leave manuscript and paper written in many indigenous Indian languages
including Sanskrit and Tamil…Name the library.
3. According to Greek mythology, Ursa Major was not a bear at all, but a beautiful but
unfortunate nymph. She was transformed into a shaggy bear by Juno, the jealous wife of
Jupiter. The outermost moon around Jupiter discovered by Italian astronomer Galileo in
1610 also gets its name from this nymph. Name this nymph.
4. In ancient Egypt, the people used to worship the stars in this constellation because at this
time the sun used to enter this constellation, causing floods in the river Nile and inducing a
bumper harvest. Its principal star is Regulas, which the Persians called as one of the Four
Royal Stars. The pictorial representation of this constellation is that of a royal beast. Give the
name of the constellation.
5. Arjun’s son from Subadhara was called Abhimanyu. What were the names of Draupdi’s
five sons?
6. In Hinduism, the Shankha (Conch Shell) is displayed in association with Lord Vishnu. In
Islam, the Conch Shell represents hearing the Divine Word, while ancient Greeks and Romans
used the Conch shell to symbolize their respective deities. The conch shell was even part of
the belief system of the Mayans, who believed its spiral shape represented infinity. Name the
conchs blown by Lord Krishna and the Pandavas.
7. Was offered Matt Damon’s part in ‘Interstellar’ and Chiwetel Ejiofer’s part in ‘The Martian’ ,
he ended up turning down both roles. As also a role in The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen
with Sean Connery. Was inspired to an extent to join the Films after watching the shooting of
two films in his hometown. Name this Legend and the two films.
8. The first Bollywood actor to star in two films that won the Academy Award for Best Director
(Slumdog Millionaire, 2008) and (Life of Pi, 2012). The character that this actor plays in these
two completely unconnected movies speaks of ‘Richard Parker’- One is of-course the tiger in
Life of Pi – name the actor and the other movie.
9. Which government Win India has only seven cabinet members including a Prime Minister
and Ministers of Health, Home, Security, Religion and Culture amongst others?
10. f the Durand separates Afghanistan and Pakistan, and the Radcliffe Line divides India and
Pakistan, then what does a ‘Vinculum’ separate?

Answers to Issue 5 questions: 1. Dr. A. Campbell | 2. St. Joseph’s School | 3. St. Andrew’s Church; 1843 | 4. Tiny | 5. Darjeeling Government College | 6. Alexander Csoma De
Koros | 7. Darjeeling Rangeet Valley Passenger Cable | 8. Herlihy Cup | 9. 1850 | 10. St. Mary’s Seminary | 11. Vivienne Leigh | 12. Deshbandhu
District Library | 13. Victoria Falls Bridge | 14. Capt. G. Lloyd & Mr. J. W. Grant | 15. Aloobari and Lebong in 1856 | 16. Loreto Convent; 1846
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